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THE LOS ANGELES ZOO PRIMATE PROJECT—PART 1 
 

What follows is a walking tour of the primates at the Los Angeles Zoo. The Los Angeles Zoo is laid out 
by continental area, so the primate exhibits are scattered throughout the zoo. Be sure that you OBTAIN A 
MAP OF THE ZOO AT THE ENTRANCE—you’ll need it. The numbers refer to the exhibit numbers on the map. 
Move along the pathway from the zoo entrance past the Shuttle Station. Soon the main path bifurcates. 
Take the right hand path up the hill. You will enter the South American section through an opening in 
exhibit area 76. 
 
➤New World Monkeys—We will begin with the New World monkeys located in the South American 
section of the zoo. In exhibit area 75 you will see 3 species of New World monkeys. All of these 
particular species have prehensile tails, although the capuchin monkey’s tail is not as prehensile as the 
others. These species are the black-handed spider monkey, black howler monkey, and crested 
capuchin monkey. 
 
The spider monkeys are usually very active and easy to observe since they are not too small, are light in 
color, and frequently hang on the wire in front of the cage. They are characterized by a number of 
features inncluding:  

 Presence of a rhinarium, a hairless area at the end of an  elongated muzzle or snout, 
associated with the sense of smell. The rhinarium has a median groove known as a 
philtrum that is attached to the gum   

 Presence of a grooming claw on the second toe.  
 
There are other features that we will examine when we look at the skull and dentition. Some examples 
can be seen on pages 12-13 in the Atlas. Spider monkeys are very active and moving by hanging under 
a branch and swinging by its arms with the help of its prehensile tail. This particular pattern is called New 
World semibrachiation. The spider monkey also possesses two unusual features that are not found in 
most other monkeys. In the female, the clitoris is elongated and easily observed. And the hand has no 
thumb. 
 
The howler monkey is known by its special call, which is made possible by an enlarged larynx. It is also 
characterized by sexual dichromatism. This means that the male and female are different colors, 
which makes the sexes very easy to tell apart. The howler monkeys are not as active as the spider 
monkeys. This is typical of leaf-eaters since leaves, while plentiful, provide a limited amount of energy. 
In contrast, the spider monkey eats a wide range of foods, including fruits that are very high in sugars 
that provide a great deal of energy. 
 
There are many species of capuchin monkeys. The name is derived from a species that has a patch of 
dark fur on the top of the head that looks like the skullcap worn by the Capuchin monks. They are more 
quadrupedal than the spider and howler monkeys. They have a prehensile tail, but it is not as useful in 
locomotion. These are very intelligent primates and are often used in entertainment venues. 
 
Continuing your walk you will next come to exhibit 74. These are the golden lion tamarins. Because they 
are small animals, and because the vegetation in their exhibit is especially thick, they are often difficult to 
observe. 
 
Moving on to exhibit 77 we observe two other species of New World monkey. The pale-headed saki is 
characterized by sexual dichromatism and a short, non-prehensile tail. 
 
The cotton-topped tamarin is representative of a group of very small monkeys—the marmosets and 
tamarins. They possess claw-nails except for the big toe that has a true nail. They are not capable of 
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facial expression. Note the jerking movements of the head. Tamarins produce twins at birth. The twins 
are then carried around by the father who transfers them to the mother for nursing. 
 
A. Observations of a NEW WORLD MONKEY 
 
Common Name  

Scientific Name  

Family Name  

Posture & 
Locomotion 

 

 
Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs: 
 
 
 
 
 
Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail: 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]: 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments on hands and feet: 
 
 
 
 
 
Color: 
 
 
 
 
 
Degree of sexual dimorphism: 
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What are some of the specific features of the New World monkeys that distinguish them from the Old 
World monkieys? 
 
 
 
 
 
The New World monkeys consist of two families. One family includes the tamarins and marmosets. What 
distingusihes the tamarins and marmosets from the majority of New World monkeys? 
 
 
 
 
 
What are some of the more common New World monkeys other than tamarins and marmosets? Which 
ones have prehensile tails? 
 
 
 
 
 
Exit the South American section by the path between exhibits 72 and 73. Turn left on the main road. 
Because of the construction there is no direct path to the next primate exhibit. 
 
➤Small-Bodied Apes —Soon after you pass the Desert Garden you will see a path to the left. Follow 
this path past the tigers and over the bridge. On the bridge, opposite exhibit 59, is a new exhibit being 
built for a small group of golden snub-nosed monkeys from China, due to arrive in late Spring 2008. 
These monkeys, Rhinopithecus roxellana, are Old World monkeys, which will discussed below. 
 
Our next stop will be to view two small bodied-apes or gibbons—the buffed-cheek gibbon and the 
siamang. Apes differ from monkeys in a number of ways, many of which can be seen in the 
buff-cheeked gibbons in exhibit 58. Their primarily method of locomotion is brachiation where they 
hang by their arms and move arm over arm. They are characterized by a relatively short and broad 
trunk, no tail, short legs, and very long arms and fingers. This species also shows a marked sexual 
dichromatism with the males being black with buff cheeks and the females being blond with a black cap. 
In the wild they live as adult male-female pairs and offspring. When the offspring reach puberty and 
leave the parental group to form their own group. In this exhibit the adult pair can be found in one area 
while the offspring, all males, in the other. 
 
The siamangs are the largest of the gibbons (56). They lack sexual dichromatism and show virtually no 
sexual dimorphism making it difficult to tell the sexes apart. Their most distinctive feature is their very 
loud call, which is amplified by an inflated throat pouch. 
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B. Observations of a LESSER APE 
 
Common Name  

Scientific Name  

Family Name  

Posture & 
Locomotion 

 

 
Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs: 
 
 
 
 
 
Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail: 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]: 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments on hands and feet: 
 
 
 
 
 
Color: 
 
 
 
 
 
Degree of sexual dimorphism: 
 
 
 
 
 
What are some of the specific features of the apes that distinguish them from the monkeys? 
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Who/what are the lesser apes? Who/what are the great apes? 
 
 
 
 
 
➤Old World Monkeys— We will move past the chimpanzees for now and start up the hill to look for 
Old World monkeys and prosimians. The zoo has four species of Old World monkeys. Three are 
omnivorous monkeys: the red–crowned mangabey (42), red–tailed mustached guenon (42), and the 
mandrill (46). 
 
The mangabeys and guenons are African arboreal monkeys. Both groups contain many species. Like all 
members of this omnivorous group, they possess cheek pouches for the temporary storage of food, 
have a pair of ischial callosities on their rears, and, in the female, possess a sexual skin which swells 
and becomes bright pink or red when in estrus. The Old World monkeys have true opposable thumbs 
and are able to manipulate their environment to a large degree. Unlike the apes, they all have tails, but 
they are not prehensile. Note that one of the mangabeys has a short tail. This is not natural and is the 
result of an old amputation required as a result of a fight injury. 
 
The mandrill is an example of a semi–terrestrial monkey. Like baboons and geladas, the mandrills and 
drills are large monkeys. They are characterized by a high degree of sexual dimorphism. The mandrill is 
noted for the red, white and blue display on its muzzle that is reflected in the colors on the rear of the 
animal. If you witness a canine threat (it looks like a yawn, but it isn’t), note the long canines in the male. 
An example of a leaf–eating monkey is the Kikuyu black-and-white colobus monkey (44). They have 
specialized stomachs for processing leafs and similar dry material. There are several species of colobus 
monkeys in Africa. They lack the cheek pouch, ischial callosities, and sexual skin found in the other 
group of Old World monkeys. 
There is one more species of leaf-eating monkey that is due to arrive as a loan from China—one of the 
several species of snub-nosed monkey. But they have not arrived at the time this guide was written. 
 
C. Observations of an ARBOREAL OLD WORLD MONKEY 
 
Common Name  

Scientific Name  

Family Name  

Posture & 
Locomotion 

 

 
Relative length of forelimbs and hind limbs: 
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Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail: 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]: 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments on hands and feet: 
 
 
 
 
 
Color: 
 
 
 
 
 
Degree of sexual dimorphism: 
 
 
 
 
 
What are some of the specific features of the Old World monkeys that distinguish them from the New 
World monkeys? 
 
 
 
 
 
The Old World monkeys consist of two sub–families. What is the basis of this division? What are some of 
the more common monkeys found in each group 
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D. Observations of a TERRESTRIAL OLD WORLD MONKEY 
 
Common Name  

Scientific Name  

Family Name  

Posture & 
Locomotion 

 

 
Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs: 
 
 
 
 
 
Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail: 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]: 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments on hands and feet: 
 
 
 
 
 
Color: 
 
 
 
 
 
Degree of sexual dimorphism: 
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What are some of the specific features of the Old World monkeys that distinguish them from the New 
World monkeys? 
 
 
 
 
 
The Old World monkeys consist of two sub–families. What is the basis of this division? What are some of 
the more common monkeys found in each group 
 
 
 
 
 
➤Prosimians—The Los Angeles Zoo has 4 species of Madagascar prosimians, although they all are 
not always on display. Three are lemurs: blue–eyed lemurs (45), ring–tailed lemurs (48), and ruffed 
lemurs (48. Note also that the blue-eyed lemurs show sexual dichromatism, with the male being black 
and the female reddish-brown. 
 
The other prosimian is Coquerel’s sifaka (45). These are vertical–clinger–and–leapers. Note their long, 
powerful hind limbs. 
 
E. Observations of a STREPSIRHINE [PROSIMIAN] : 
 
Common Name  

Scientific Name  

Family Name  

Posture & 
Locomotion 

 

 
Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs: 
 
 
 
 
 
Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail: 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]: 
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Comments on hands and feet: 
 
 
 
 
 
Color: 
 
 
 
 
 
Degree of sexual dimorphism: 
 
 
 
 
 
How do the Strepsirhines [prosimians]  differ from monkeys and apes? 
 
 
 
 
 
What features do the Strepsirhines [prosimians]   possess that place them into the order Primates? 
 
 
 
 
 
➤Great Apes —Three of the four species of great apes are exhibited at the Los Angeles Zoo: 
chimpanzees, orangutans, and gorillas. 
 
The chimpanzees occupy a large exhibit (41) named “Chimpanzees of the Mahale Mountains.” There 
are approximately a dozen animals in the community, but they are not always in the outdoor exhibit at 
the same time. There is a bulletin board that provides a head shot and gives the name of each individual 
animal. 
 
You need to walk down the hill to the orangutan display named the “Red Ape Rain Forest” (33). There 
are a couple of routes, so consult your map. The orangutans are divided into 2 groups, although the 
composition of each group does change. Each group centers around a male. One male, Bruno, is a 
Boreal–Sumatran hybrid and does not breed. The other male has already produced the daughter that is 
seen in the exhibit. The individual are identified with photographs on a bulletin board. The orangutans 
are much less social than chimpanzees, so you will see relatively little social interaction. 
 
The newest ape exhibit is the “Campo Gorilla Reserve,” located further down the walkway from the 
orangutans (32). There are two groups. One is a family unit with an adult male, 2 adult females, and an 
offspring. The second is a bachelor group with 2 males. 
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F. Observations of a GREAT APE  
 
Common Name  

Scientific Name  

Family Name  

Posture & 
Locomotion 

 

 
Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs: 
 
 
 
 
Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail: 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]: 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments on hands and feet: 
 
 
 
 
 
Color: 
 
 
 
 
 
Degree of sexual dimorphism: 
 
 
 
 
 
What are some of the specific features of the apes that distinguish them from the monkeys? 
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Who/what are the lesser apes? Who/what are the great apes? 
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PRIMATE BEHAVIOR IN ZOO SETTINGS—PART 2 
 

1. Name  of species being studied 
  
Common name:   

Scientific name:  

Family:  

 
 

2. Write a brief description of the cage environment. Be sure to indicate approximate size and shape 
and any special features such as a tree, boulder, or log. Make a sketch of the cage on the rear 
of the last page. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Briefly describe the observed major locomotor habits. Note whether or not they emphasize the use 
of the hindlimbs or forelimbs. Do they tend to move on the ground or in the trees? How do they 
position their hands in walking?  Does the tail, if it has one, play a role in locomotion? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Describe the drinking and eating habits of the individuals in the group, if these were observed.  
What do the animals eat? 
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5. After you have observed your group for a short while, count the individuals. How many animals are 

in this population. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. After you have counted the total number of animals, classify each individual animal by sex and 
age. Sex may be difficult to determine in young animals or in animals with little sexual dimorphism. 
Give age in terms of general age categories: infant, juvenile, subadult, adult. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


