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Exercise 1: Characteristics of the Order Primates

1. What primate are you observing in order to answer these questions?

ANSWER 

2. How does the length of the forearms compare with the length of the body [excluding the tail]? What is the advantage of long limbs for an arboreal animal?

ANSWER 

3. How does the length of the forelimbs compare with the length of the hind limbs?

ANSWER

4. Does the animal have a tail? If so, how does the length of the tail compare with the length of the trunk? Is the tail prehensile?

ANSWER

5. Describe the locomotor patterns of the animal. Note the position of the hand.

ANSWER 

6. How many fingers are on the hand? Do the fingers end in claws or nails? Describe the position of the thumb in relation to the other fingers. This is an opposing or simply a grasping thumb?

ANSWER

7. How many toes are on the foot? Do the toes end in claws or nails? Describe the position of the big toe in relation to the other toes.

ANSWER

8. How does the monkey use its hands and feet in locomotion? In feeding? In picking up objects?

ANSWER

9. What is the general shape of the head? To what degree do the nose and jaw project forward from the face?

ANSWER

10. Describe the general configuration and individual positions of the eyes, nose, and ears. Does this animal have a catarrhine or a platyrrhine nose?

ANSWER

11. What senses does the animal appear to be using when picking up objects and/or examining the observer?

ANSWER

Exercise 2: Kinds and Classification of Living Primates

A. Observations of a Siamang
	Common Name
	

	Scientific Name
	

	Family Name
	

	Posture & Locomotion
	


Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs:

ANSWER

Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail:

ANSWER

Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]:

ANSWER

Comments on hands and feet:

ANSWER

Color:

ANSWER

Degree of sexual dimorphism:

ANSWER

What are some of the specific features of the apes that distinguish them from the monkeys?

ANSWER

Who/what are the lesser apes? Who/what are the great apes?

ANSWER

B. Observations of a Terrestrial Old World monkey
	Common Name
	

	Scientific Name
	

	Family Name
	

	Posture & Locomotion
	


Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs:

ANSWER

Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail:

Answer:. 

Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]:

ANSWER

Comments on hands and feet:

ANSWERColor:

Answer:
Degree of sexual dimorphism:

ANSWER

What are some of the specific features of the Old World monkeys that distinguish them from the New World monkeys?

ANSWER

The Old World monkeys consist of two sub–families. What is the basis of this division? What are some of the more common monkeys found in each group

Answer:
C. Observations of a Chimpanzee 

	Common Name
	

	Scientific Name
	

	Family Name
	

	Posture & Locomotion
	


Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs:

Answer
Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail:

ANSWER

Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]:

Answer:. 

Comments on hands and feet:

ANSWER

Color:

Answer 

Degree of sexual dimorphism:

ANSWER

What are some of the specific features of the apes that distinguish them from the monkeys?

ANSWER

Who/what are the lesser apes? Who/what are the great apes?

ANSWER

D. Observations of an Arboreal Old World monkey
	Common Name
	

	Scientific Name
	

	Family Name
	

	Posture & Locomotion
	


Relative length of forelimbs and hind limbs:

ANSWER

Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail:

ANSWER

Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]:

ANSWER

Comments on hands and feet:

ANSWER

Color:

ANSWER

Degree of sexual dimorphism:

ANSWER

What are some of the specific features of the Old World monkeys that distinguish them from the New World monkeys?

ANSWER

The Old World monkeys consist of two sub–families. What is the basis of this division? What are some of the more common monkeys found in each group

Answer: 
E. Observations of a Strepsirhine [prosimian] :

	Common Name
	

	Scientific Name
	

	Family Name
	

	Posture & Locomotion
	


Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs:

ANSWER

Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail:

ANSWER

Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]:

ANSWER

Comments on hands and feet:

ANSWER

Color:

ANSWER

Degree of sexual dimorphism:

ANSWER

How do the Strepsirhines [prosimians]  differ from monkeys and apes?

ANSWER

What features do the Strepsirhines [prosimians]   possess that place them into the order Primates?

Answer: 
F. Observations of Gorilla 

	Common Name
	NA

	Scientific Name
	

	Family Name
	

	Posture & Locomotion
	


Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs:

Answer:

Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail:

Answer:

Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]:

Answer:

Comments on hands and feet:

Answer:

Color:

Answer:

Degree of sexual dimorphism:

Answer:
Degree of sexual dimorphism:

Answer:
What are some of the specific features of the apes that distinguish them from the monkeys?

Answer:

Who/what are the lesser apes? Who/what are the great apes?

Answer:
G.  Observations of an Orang–utan 

	Common Name
	

	Scientific Name
	

	Family Name
	

	Posture & Locomotion
	


Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs:

ANSWER

Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail:

ANSWER

Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]:

ANSWER

Comments on hands and feet:

ANSWER

Color:

ANSWER

Degree of sexual dimorphism:

ANSWER

What are some of the specific features of the apes that distinguish them from the monkeys?

ANSWER

Who/what are the lesser apes? Who/what are the great apes?

Answer:
.

H. Observations of a New World monkey
	Common Name
	

	Scientific Name
	

	Family Name
	

	Posture & Locomotion
	


Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs:

ANSWER

Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail:

ANSWER

Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]:

ANSWER

Comments on hands and feet:

ANSWER

Color:

ANSWER

Degree of sexual dimorphism:

ANSWER

What are some of the specific features of the New World monkeys that distinguish them from the Old World monkieys?

ANSWER

The New World monkeys consist of two families. One family includes the tamarins and marmosets. What distingusihes the tamarins and marmosets from the majority of New World monkeys?

Answer:. 

What are some of the more common New World monkeys other than tamarins and marmosets? Which ones have prehensile tails?

ANSWER

I. Observations of a Gibbon
	Common Name
	

	Scientific Name
	

	Family Name
	

	Posture & Locomotion
	


Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs:

ANSWER

Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail:

ANSWER

Comments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]:

ANSWER

Comments on hands and feet:

ANSWER

Color:

ANSWER

Degree of sexual dimorphism:

ANSWER

What are some of the specific features of the apes that distinguish them from the monkeys?

Answer
Who/what are the lesser apes? Who/what are the great apes?

Answer: 

J. Observations of a Human 

	Common Name
	

	Scientific Name
	

	Family Name
	

	Posture & Locomotion
	


Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs:

Answer.

Relative length of tail and presence of prehensile tail:

ANSWERComments on head [position of eyes, type of nose, ears, etc.]:

Answer:,

Comments on hands and feet:

ANSWER

Color:

ANSWER

Degree of sexual dimorphism:

ANSWER

What features do you observe that indicate a close evolutionary relationship between apes and humans?

ANSWER

What major features do you observe that distinguish humans from the apes?

Answer: 
Exercise 3: Primate Behavior in Zoo Settings

1.
Name  of species being studied

	Common name:

	

	Scientific name:
	

	Family:
	


2. Write a brief description of the cage environment. Be sure to indicate approximate size and shape and any special features such as a tree, boulder, or log. Make a sketch of the cage and turn this in in class. You will get it back with your project grade on it.

ANSWER
3. Briefly describe the observed major locomotor habits. Note whether or not they emphasize the use of the hindlimbs or forelimbs. Do they tend to move on the ground or in the trees? How do they position their hands in walking?  Does the tail, if it has one, play a role in locomotion?

ANSWER
4. Describe the drinking and eating habits of the individuals in the group, if these were observed.  What do the animals eat?

ANSWER
5. After you have observed your group for a short while, count the individuals. How many animals are in this population.

ANSWER
6. After you have counted the total number of animals, classify each individual animal by sex and age. Sex may be difficult to determine in young animals or in animals with little sexual dimorphism. Give age in terms of general age categories: infant, juvenile, subadult, adult.

ANSWER

Exercise 4: Narrative Description of Behavior

Answer: 


